“WE DON’T INTEND
TO FALL IN ANYMORE
AT THE END OF THE PARADE.”
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Lincoln High School band teacher, Alfred Porler, said the words in the title in the late 19305
ithen todd  “You can just fall in.” al a state band contest parade in Evansville. For years it had been
the custom for the black school band to be last. After that, school bands were placed in parades by a
drawing or alphabetical order,

We chose this particular statement for the title because il seems (o symbolize the feelings and
attitudes of many blacks in Evansville during the 1930s and 1340s. It was a time of racial pride, and
there wwas a determination in the block communily to fight racial discrimination in all of its aspects,

From Damrel Bigham interview with Alfred Porter, June 12, 1974.
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In the 1870s, Darrel Bigham, a major; "Measured by the standards of

qus professor at the University of Southern later years, these achievements were

Indiana in Evansville, decided (o siudy slight. Pul against the history of the city's

the history of the black community of blacks [rom the Civil War to 1941, how-

Evansville, from its beginnings to the end  ever, they were the most significant in the

of World War 1. According Lo Bigham, city's history.”

“black Evansville oflers a rich and varie- This issue of The Indiona Historion

gated history.” It is a history, however, focuses on Bigham's research and inter-

dominated by racism. pretation leading up to those vears to
Bigham's research documented provide an introduction to the black

repealed “efforts by black Evansvillians (o communily of Evansville during this
obiain a fair chance (o realize the Amerl-  pivotal period of its history.

can dream, Thelr pursuit of that dream On page 3, there is an introduction
was unylelding, despite frequent setbacks  to the beginnings of Evansville.

and shifts in tactics, and out of that A briefl overview of Evansville's black
emerged a subculture which, by the community follows on pages 4 and 5.
19305, was able, in modest ways, to begin Education of blacks in Evansville is
challenging the premises on which the the focus of pages 6 through B, Pages 9
sepregated city had lunctioned since its through 11 concentrate on aspects of
founding.” housing, especially the black area called

Bigham's research was heavily based Baptistiown and Lincoln Gardens, a
in public records—such as housing and major public housing project from 1938,

population statistics, city direclories, A timeling to provide a broader

newspapers, and interviews wilth many conlext for the discussion is on pages 12

black Evansvillians. and 13. An Evansville word search is on
Bigham asserts, from his research page 14. The standard selection of re-

and Interpretation, that accomplishmenis sources 1s in the Apple on page 15,
during the war years, 1941-1945, were

ol Shusmam of Aris and Soences

This ecrly 18805
I'.'l||‘.'lvl."|'l-d.‘J' market,
tocated on Fouwrth
Streat, near Walmnut,
provided Evansuilles
segregoled black
camumanily with ‘q:.ud.a:
and ferulees,

2 The Indiana Hislarian Febnuary 1995 € Coppright Idiams Halodesl Bumay 1985



The Beginnings of Evansville

In 1812, Colonel
Hugh McGary of
Kentucky purchased
several hundred acres
of land in whal is now
Evansville. He and his
, | good [riend, Colonel
Robert Evans, a
territorial legislator
and lawyer, pursued
the goal ol having
Evansville, named
aflter Evans, selected as a county seat.
Evansville was, for three months in 1814,
the couniy seat of Warrick County,
Vanderburgh County was formed in
January 1818, and Evansville was named
its county seat in March 1818,

Evansville was laid out on the banks
of the Ohio River, The river brought early
settlers to the town, Arriving in Natboals,
their numbers slowly grew. Like many
struggling towns in Indiana during the
18205 and 1830s, Evansville was iso-
lated, except for the dver traffic. Towns-
people were sell-sullicient and manulac-
tured goods by hand and in limited
quantities. Poor roads, lack of money,
and lack of jobs kept the town small.

The 18408 and 18505 were
Evansville's times of rapid population
growth and prosperity. Evansville's
topography and natural resources—such
as hardwood [orests, coal, and oil—
contributed to these changes, Construe-
tion of the Wabash and Erie Canal in the
1830s also brought workers for the canal,
including Germans skilled as mechanics
and artisans. In addition, men with
money and businesses needed for eco-
nomic growih became town leaders.

Alter 1847, improvements were
made to the wharf, where increasing
numbers of steamboats landed to load
and unload goods and people. The first

Evanaville

railroad line, connecting Evansville to
Terre Haute, was begun in 1849 and
completed in 1853.

In 1860, the population was 11,484,
Almost half of the people were German-
speaking immigrants. By then, the
Wabash and Erie Canal had been aban-
doned, and raflroads had begun to domi-
nate transporation.

From the 1870s to the 1890s, many
steamboats stopped at the Evansville
wharf, Rallroads, manufacturing, and
industry boomed, Street cars and city-
supplied gas and water were available for
the first time, By the turn-of-the-century,
Evansville had become a grand city with
wealth and culture. It also had poverty
and other problems of cilies.

Sources: James E. Morlock, The Evansoilles
Stary ([Evansville: Evansville College, 1958];
George Pence and Nellle C. Armsirong.,
Indionna Boundores: Terrtlany, State, and
County [Indlanapolis: Indiana Historical
Bureau, reprint 1967), 778, 800, 802,

The slale's | 8305
iritermeal frprotements
program (neluded an
extension of the
Central Canal,
nenming throwgh

Indianapolis (o the
elly of Evansullle. The

section fo Evansuille
wins never compledind, -

The Wabash and Erle B it
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1832, was completed
to Evanseille tn 853,
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Evansville’s Black Community

There were suwccess ful bock businesses. The W, A. Gaines Funeral
Home, plictured here tn the 19308, was o evample. Galnes, firoem
Kentucky, opened his Evansville funeral home n 1907, His business,
valued at £5.000, was the most prosperous black business n

Euvarnsiile,

Growth of the Black Population
of Evansville 1820-1950
% ol blachs
Your Lo MR g paguiaticn
* 1820 12 = 0.7
*1830 48 400.0 1.8
* 1840 112 233.3 1.8
* 1850 230 205.0 2.0
1850 86 -41.7 0.8
1870 1,408 1,466.7 6.5
1880 2,686 B80.8 8.2
1880 5,553 106.7 10.9
1800 7,518 35.89 127
1910 6,266 =16.T 8.0
1920 6,384 2.0 T4
1930 6,514 1.8 6.3
1840 G&.BE2 8.3 7.1
1950 8,483 18.1 6.6
"l rhy o romun igar e bansd| on Varderbem b Courty
Source: Bigham, We Ask Only a Fair Tral, 5,
22, 108,

Before the Civil War, Evansville was
a natural point of entry lor both free
blacks and escaping slaves crossing the
Ohio River, Indiana's 1816 Constitution
prohibited slavery, but blacks living in
Indiana had no civil rights.

Antislavery advocates proclaimed
the evils of slavery, and the end of the
Civil War broughi freedom for the slaves.
Free blacks across the country, however,
were frequent victims of discrimination
and racial hatred. Discrimination was
different in different cities, According (o
Bigham's work, Evansville’s discrimina-
tion against its black citizens was al-
fected by the prejudictal attitudes of
many of its white residents rom the
South and Germany. Indiana laws, which
prohibited discrimination in public
accommodations and educational institu-
tions, were generally igrnored in Evans-
ville.

Alter the Civil War, blacks [rom
Hentucky and Tennessee came across the
Ohio River to Evansville, Many blacks
settled on or near the cliy's waterfroni,
where the growing river tralfic provided
jobs, Blacks got jobs loading and unload-
ing steamboats. Jobs for blacks on the
boats were limited to cooks, stewards,
porters, deck hands, and cabin boys,
Away from the waterfront, black men and
women were employed in service posi-
tons in Evansville's holels, restaurants,
and privale homes,

Predominantly black neighborhoods
grew up in many parts of Evansville. An
areca called Baptisttown, however, eventu-
ally became the major center of the
growing black community although poor
white families also lived in the area.

Low wages, menial jobs, discrimina-
tion, segregation, and poor housing,
however, did nol prevent the growth of a
vibrant black community. By the late

The Indiana Historian February 1985
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18005, the Evansville black community
benefitted from the services of black
lawyers and doctors. The black middle
class included carpenters, barbers,
teachers, and ministers.

Schools, churches, and service clubs
and organizations were an important part
of black community life. Against long
odds, many black residenis of Evansyille
worked together to provide educational
cpportunities, religious life, and commu-
nity services often denied the black
community by the white establishment.

In June 1903, George Stewart, editor
of the black newspaper, the Indianapolis
Recorder, praised Evansville's black
community. He noted there were 2,270
black voters. The strength of these voters,
Stewart claimed, provided a few jobs for
blacks as janitors, assistant city physi-
cians, firemen, and a deputy sherill. The
black community supported five physi-
clans, a druggist, an altormey, bwo gro-
cers, barbers, seven saloonkeepers, and a
hotelkeeper, Stewart noted that there
were five black schools, thiny teachers, a
new newspaper, and numerous social
clubs,

Scarcely a month later, Evansville
was rocked by the worst racial distur-
bance im It5 history. It was sparked by the
alleged shooting of a white policeman by
a black man. The extreme violence
against the black communily was halted
by the arrival of 300 state militia ordered
by Governor Winfleld Durbin. This tragic
riot had a lasting effect. Black population
decreased as many people escaped the
terror and did not return,

There were minor altempts in Lthe
early twentieth century Lo improve condi-
tions for blacks in Evansville,
Baptisttown remained relatively un-
touched, however, until the late 1930s,
Any measurable changes in the economic
lives of Evansville blacks had to wait until
World War 11,

Source: Bigham, We Ask Only o Foir Trial
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This 1889 map of Evansville shows locafions aof black
schools and churches. Indirectly. i also revenls locations
af the black population. At this time. Blocks were
segregated, and these bulldings were bullt where black
cittzens loed. Fn 1900, sivly-lue percent of the black
population lived in Warels [, 2, and 7,

Black Workers in Evansville 1870-1200

Source: Bigham, We Ask Only a Fair Trial 55,

Typs af werk % of bischs emploped
1870 1880 1891 1800
Agricultura a 0.5 0.3 1.6
Mining 0 0.2 0.8 3.0
Manutachunng 1.1 54 3.1 3.7
Eumumm__-_m 1.3 34 an 2.8
Labor 506 298 414 2318
Commarca 1.1 1.1 2.4 0.9
T ranspomation 171 9.7 8.5 17.4
Public Sarvica 3.8 103 8.1 10.5
Domestic Service 231 ar.o 23.5 .5
| Profasaional 0.9 0.9 a9 0.8
l Educalion/govammani 0.4 1.5 1.5 1.6
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Education: Separate and Unequal

Alfrend Porter Collertion. sy af Somsbem Indians.

The success of Lincoln High School was due to the extraordinary foculiy
members, Teachers, pictured here with thetr students, were wnrelenting
irt thetr determination and dedication o provide the best education
possihle jor blaock shadenis.

Early History of Black Schools In Evansville

1858
1865
1868
187T0s
1874
1EE4

1B85

1898

1917
1918

1920
1924

A black school is organized, spansomd by the Amancan Missionarny
Aszocinfion, an anlislasveny missionary organizabon.

Tha city councl authorzes $1,000.00 for the St public schoal building
lor blacks.

Ewansvills bagins prowiding lormal education to black shuedants: Clark
Stroat School, halding all gmda leveds, is localed in a houss fafled by the
sthaal bBoad.

Threa rural schocks open for blacks in Vandarburgh County.

Crowdad classmoms force city bo bulld Gavemar Stresl School containing
slameniary thraugh high school gradas for growing back population.

Tha lirel slaba-licensed black teacher is hired for Evansvile’s black
schools

Popularity of night classas brings successhil petition lor an addbonal
might school for blacks,

Black lsachess ralss manay and succasshully patition school boeard fo
purchasa copias of first historical study by & black—Hiatory of fa Nago
Aace in Amarica fram 1619 fa 1880 by Geargs 'Washinglon Wiliams.
Vecatonal education axpands for all. Black studants at Clark High School
build an addion o the school as a part of thesr training.

A sehoal board inveniory repor stabes: Clark’s labomionas an urhasaled,
Gowarnor neads alactricity, snd Third Avenus has no indoor balhream
faciites.

Clark High Schoal s renamed Fraderick Douglass.

School board adopls a plan to build & new slamantary and high school in
Bapti st

Educalion was an important avenue
to success for black families and leaders.
The timeline on this page indicales some
of the frustrations and accomplishmenis
Evansville's black residents experienced.

By the 1920s, the lorces separating
blacks and whites in Evansville had
probably become stronger, For example,
in 1924, the Evansville school board
adopted a racially-molivated plan to
segregate even more the city's hlack
population. The black high school and
several grade schools would be closed. A
new building, containing both the high
school and elementary grades, would be
built. The site, located in the heart of
Bapiisttown at 635 Lincoln Avenue, wis
purchased for $60.000.

During the 1928-1929 term, Lincaln
School was built for $275,000 and was
named in spite of the protests of the
black community. Regardless of the
racial motivations for its existence, the
black community strongly supported the
school. Highly respected (eachers pro-
vided role models for both students and
parenis. Working with parents, clergy-
men, and community leaders, teachers
fought discrimination and lack of funds
to create a posilive social and academic
environmenl for black students.

Students were proud of their school.
The Lincoln Lions, the high school [ool-
ball team, was a powerful adversary, bui
they could only compele with ather black
schoaols. In 1940, the Lions basketball
team won the National Negro High School
Championship. There were social clubs,
as well as a choir, band, orchesira, and
even a harmonica band. During World
War Il, Lincoln students organized a
Victory Corps. They led the city high
schools in per capita war stamp pur-
chases and scrap melal drives,

Source: Bigham, We Ask Only a Fatr Trial
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Lincoln High School
Students Take a Stand

The September 9, 1939 issue of the
Evansville Argus boldly stated, “Lincoln
Avenue Refuses To Consider Jobs OF
Qualified Colored Clerks.” The story that
followed documented the refusal of young
black students to accept the racial dis-
crimination that affected every aspect of
their lives.

Lincoln Avenue ran through the
heart of Baptisttown, The stores that
lined the street drew a large number of
black palrons. Yet, many of these stores
refused to hire black emplovees.

Clarence Richard, owner of Richard's
Market, was quoted: "Al the present Ume
I have enough help and when | need
maore, | have other members of our race
whom [ will hire and under no circum-
stances will | consider the hiring ol a
Colored clerk.”

In response to such unfair praclices,
a group of Lincoln High 5chool students
organized a club, The Merry Makers, Lo
do something about it. The president,
Willlam Smith, explained the maotive
behind the club: “We are anxious to do
whatever possible (o gel some consider-
ation from the manager of this market as
well as other stores who draw heavy upon
the Colored clientele. We are young high
school students and realize that in order
[0 insure ourselves employment when we
shall have completed our high school
careers, we must fight to make places.”

The result of this protest was a
student organized boycotl. complete with
picketing, by the black community. Four
months later, the Evansville Argus re-
ported that six stores, Including Richard's
Market had hired black employees. The
students of The Merry Makers, with
support from their community, had
brought about a significant change.

Source: Evansville Argus, Seplember 9, 1939,

O Copyrge Iagiara Heatoral Bueau 1405

“ 3 .
Fisaruwille Argue, Sepembesy 14, (035
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TLINCOLN AVENUE REFUSES TO CONSIDER JOBS
OF QUALIFIED COLORED CLERKS

Evonsuille Argus, Criobey T, 130 g, |

Boyeott of Clarence Richard’s Mar ket to Continue Until Agresmant
Is Reached, States, Eugane Malone, of Merry Makers Club

Fissniiaille Argis. Jomsary [, 1840, p A,

Picketing of Richards
Market and Boycotting

of Earl Hines Dance Feature
Success Stories of 1939

NEIGHBORHOOD STORES
EMFPLOY COLORED CLERKS

Tha indiana Histevian Fabruary 1985 T



Job Training at Lincoln for the War Effort

el Argus, Seoysreier | Ji00, 5 B,

In 1940, al the beginning of
World War [1, Evansville began (o

VOCATIONAL CLASSES FOR COLORED TO BE | rxccis sefense conmacte o
supplies. Accelerating demands
HELD AT LINCOLN... NOT MECHANICS ARTS

Evanauile Argos. Sanuody 31 DL g |

increased employment in local

lfactories. The black commumnity
was eager (o do iis part in the
war effort and to benefit from

\ N.A.A.C.P. LEADS FIGHT ON MECHANICS ART | i cicmsevors e e

Fuvareille frgus, Moch 28, 104], @ |

plagued Evansville blacks,
however, continued in the

city's war effort.

5.000 Students Hove Attended -- Mot One Colored! Factories refused to hire

-

gualified blacks in skilled

You Be the Historian!

* [nvesilgate the educational opporiunilles
for early black—and other minorily—sl-
denis In your area, Compare Your area’s
experience lo thal ol Evansyille, Wiy were
there differences or similarities?

* Have boyvcolls or prolests been used In
the history of your community? Were they
successiul? Why or why not?

= Have the population and working pai-
terns in your community changed over
ttme? Why or why not?

= [oes your communily have anmy [.I-'IJ'hIIE

housging projects? When were they con-
structed and why?
i your community pariicipate in Lhe
reliel and work programs of Lhe Roosevelt
administration? Which programs, and
what were the resulls?

« [pnterview people who lved through the
Greal Depression. Use their experiences
o tell the slory of your comiminily.

— e T a

positions. If hired by a lactory.
chances lor advancement of blacks were
slim. The racial prejudices of the mem-
bership of many labor unions kept them
from helping black workers.

Evansville lactories even ignored
President Franklin . Roosevelt's 1941
executive order to end job discrimination
against blacks, One excuse offered for not
hiring blacks for better positions was that
many blacks were unskilled, The black
community responded by asking to be
allowed to attend classes al the Mechanic
Arts School. The school opened in Janu-
ary, 1939, for whites only. The school
refused.

After much protest by black and
while community leaders, the National
Association for the Advancement af
Colored People [NAACP). and the Con-
gress of Industrial Organizations (C1O)
local union, the school remained firm in
ils refusal bo admit Blacks,

Finally, in 1942, the school board
buill & foundry facilily in Lincoln High
School. Although segregaied, blacks were
abile to receive the training they needed to
secure belter jobs.,

Source: Blgham, We Ask Only a Fair Trial
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A New Urban Ghetto

i
5
|
5
i

Day's Row, piciured here, was considered (o be one of the waorst
areas in Baptisttown, The deplorable Hoing conditions were typical for
blacks n Evansville dicing the early tuentleth cenfuny,

In Evansville, as in most other urban
areas, many in the black community lived
in crowded and deplorable housing,
Discrimination continued to force more
and more black residents into the
Baptisttown area of Evansville, worsening
already horrible conditions.,

In a 1930 report, the Evansville city
building commissioner stated that 125
buildings in Baptistiown were in inferior
condition, He also reported thal there
were no through streets, Altempls by the
city to improve Baptisttown did not
progress because of opposition from
Evansville's white residents and lack of
funds,

EVAMSVILLE INDIAMNA
REAL PROPERTY INVENMTORY 35
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This map sholws the
housing condiiions in
Evansuile during the
Depression. A
complete survey of
Evansville uas
underinken of all
struclures with
housing units, One
purpase of the study
was to provide
Informabion to the cify
Jor use in determining
gqouerTimenial hpl,.L'F[l'hﬂ
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Great Depression Improves Housing

Pasongmpdus Filrs. Evarsrilic Courier

fn 1828, substondard housing hod been clearesd ausay from
the# M q-,l"ﬂn.FH:[ruu.ln:. mueking LI'.IEH'_riJ.I' Lirtcoln Geimdernis,
the Public Werks Administration housing project

InJuly 1838, Lincoln Gardens was ready for occupation,
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Flasmgpinpde: Files, Eimnelie Cour

The extrems and widespread needs
in the Greal Depression brought about
the beginnings of change, After the stock
market crash of 1929, staggering unem-
ployment and resulting poverty spread
across the nation. Harsh conditions were
experienced by blacks and whites alike.
The federal government, [aced with a
mounting crisis, began a national reliel
effort. President Franklin D. Roosevell
instituted programs such as the the
Public Works Administration (PWA). One
function of this program was to build
public housing for low-income families,

In 1935, the PWA approved a plan
for Evansville presented by fifteen promi-
nent black leaders and several white
community leaders who had been ap-
pointed by the mayor to address the
problem of housing in Baptistiown.

Two hundred units were planned,
displacing 160 families. Bullding began
in the summer of 1936, Dr, Raymond
King, a black Evansville dentist, was
named the housing manager. He stated
in the July 2, 1938 Evansville Argus that
“the main purpose of this project is to
eradicate the slums and provide a decent
home for the class of people who have low
incomes as well as to elevate the social
and economic siatus of the community.”

On July 16, 1938 the Argus, the
black newspaper, reporied thal on July
10, an open house was held for Lincoln
Gardens, the new million dollar PWA
housing project. Ten thousand people
attended the gala celebration, viewing the
four model apartments decorated by local
furniture slores.

10 Tha irdiana Historian Fabnuary 1985 & Cipfrp gl indliang HHO 0] Buspiss 165



Lincoln Gardens Serves All

Although Lincoln Gardens housed
only about 500 people out of the total
black population of around 6,500 during
the late 19305 and 1940s, It served as an
example of how black people could live
and what they could do to better their
situation, Through education and coop-
eration, Lincoln Gardens became a
community within a cormmunity.

Dr. King explained the simple for-
mula for success when he described life
at the project in the December 3, 18938
Argus: “There is deflinitely no regimenta-
tion, everyone of the 500 residents of
Lincoln Gardens is expected to live a
normal life—but one rule is strictly
enforced, ‘each family is required to
respecl the rights of his neighbor.”

Lincoln Gardens played an impor-
tant rale in the soclal and educational
development of Evansville blacks. Within
a month of the opening, Dr. King an-
nounced in the newspaper that well-
rounded recreational and social programs
would be offered at Lincoln Gardens, He
further stated, “There will be no compul-
sion on the part of the tenants to engage
in these activities, but we hope Lo make
the programs so interesting and inviting
that all tenants will be very eager to enter
into the program whole heartedly and
with a cooperative spirit” (Evansville
Argus, August 20, 1938).

Source: Bigham, We Ask Onfy a Fair Trail

Distribadion of the Mack population gf
Evansyille in 1550, This map is based an
Jederal census block houstng statisties. [t

shaws the degree of segregation in Evanseille
of that fime.
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Puﬁll: Is Asked To Donate
Gnmes, Money And Service
lllelp Operate Center

CLIRRESFONTERT |

Eansuile Argus, llamh |# [, o3

TO EXPAND LINCOLN
USO CENTER SETUP

During World War I, black servicemen visiling Evansuille

eeere dended entrance o hotels, restaurants, and the white S0
eltibs. Lincoln Gardens responded by opening its own USO club for
black soldiers, providing entertainment, food, and a place io sleep.

Highnum, We Ask Only & Fal Trial, 290
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Time after Time

Srhool trustass of
Evansvilla i o
Antiela X1l of tha Evansvilla ity s by Wb, s
Pl pravi Assaembly amands
1851 Indiana appoves aducation o black ol s
Canslibtion 1_1.W}1I.H cangirme- childran. In spacial pemiiing black
Fiva black slaves prokhibils ras biscks Yon of & school for sassion, Indana stisdwnts 1o attend
bolongng (o from mmigating Attcan AMANCANS.  Ganoral Assombly  whia schoals
French sattars in inka _hl:llnnn_ and . . _ Thirteant ’ passss ocl requinng wall
ida w M A n ta the U5 B
Vinmcennos are hirst eV S O M= STy ST # L3 schaod Trusieas o schocls et
s curment back AT -arE RIe Canstibution 7 :
docuimaniad ; ; : g CIQARIIE Supnile cpening public hegh
African AsisASarE rasidants 1o colonize counted in 1860 prohibiing slawary schools far black 13-t Afrd
itving in what is Liaeria in .u::-_n Evanavilla census, s ﬂ-:upl:d chilcinan Wi il m"’“ ':m':'ns -
now Indiana,  First Indiana - 08 % of e lolal - sufficlant black _
. Canatibuticn = popuation. = population exists.
] prohibits slxveny. - N ™ = u
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U5 Congress N Alrican Methodist a Fouriesnth n Indiana Ganard
passes Northwast : Episcapal Church - Amendment 1o U5, : Assembly passes
Crdinance . in Evansyiba hilde - Lonsgtiution ks = il Hights Law
prehibiting slayeny = Bunday School : adcpled, grntng p prohiiting
in tha Marthwast Ircfimnia Canaral ard aids i oo bt citizenshi 1o loamer - discreminakan in
Tamitary. Aszzambly rasticks devalcpment of Emancipation slavas. Tha murmbar al pubilic acoommo-
public schools, aarly back Drodiamalion frest Afncan Amencans in dations, arusa-
i ng
previously opan 1o srhants v b Bk Ewansyila graws o manis, and
pll, 5 whela childnan statas: the 28t 1,408, 6,5% of tha canveyancas, bl
cnly, bichiiia Fegimant tolal papulitien, The tha law is ganamdy
U.5. Colorad Tm:: Filtasnth Amand- igrared by many
8. ]
arganizaes o fight for mant 1o the U5 whita residents
the North in the Civil s i
War [1B54-1B5E). adopled guaranies-

ing ha fght 1o vols
o all maka cifizans.

In stark contrast o the slums masi
blocks were living n during the
189305, this phodograph shows one
of the most wealthy black
reslgfiborhoads of Bopiisttown
Located in the GO0 block af Lirvcoln
Avenug, directly across from Lincoln
High School, many of these homes
berlonged fo teachers such as Affred
Porier, comch Thomios Chevks, and
Priretpal Willtarm Best, Rayrmarel
King, dendist aond manager of Lincadn
Gardens, olso reshdod [heve.
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From July 3 1o passas u:lrlur School Athlatic  Chares "Dust” ::::ﬁu;um Eﬁ.ﬁ?hg
July 10.worst  Evansville's st thal contracts for  AseoCialofione  Deckar ablack  gons Courtin sty
rcial dishar- MAACP chapiar conshruction of il -I?r " I! o |:|-‘|'|'|I:I.H_J = Brown v, Board of incraaeng tha
— oot public: warks campaling with Evan avill, is Ecksoalion of aakcar o
Evansvilla hiskary = must contain & local while slactad to @ lerm Tepeka, soufem
brngs stals - - rimina- m"i in the Indiana u blacks abia io
militia 1o maintain 1 fion clausa far & Housaof = magister 1o
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wile populaion,  the Advance-  Park, The isswas Execulive  mast consider it pastes o law which autlaws
Al least 22 mam of Commissian’s goals  Ordar B30 ineflociual, Black  Dasagragating SagRegaton in
fratemal and Colored People  includ improved larbidding woldiars, public schocls. Publc: laciitas,
benewalent (NAACP) is housing for Alrican  discriminationin  stationed near and raclal
sociotios provida  fpunded o Amsricans and amplaymani al Evansville, mra dizoriminaticn im
group scliviies  promots the stable funding lor  workers in defense  denied access bo i oy ent
far African rights and tha Communiby induskries of almost all public and aducation.
Amancans in wellnra ol Canied. Black govamimant accommodations
Ewvansvilla, Alrican population of Evanavilla's in Evansvile,
Amaricans. Evanaville is 6,514,  previoushy whils
6.3% of the total Wirsstosial Alkanca
popidalion. imvites the city's
Black minisions 1o
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Evansville Word Search
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William Besi
Charles Rochelle
PWwWa

Mechanical Arts
uso

Victary Corps
Evansville Argus
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H| G

sleamboal
Lincoln Gardens
Baptistiown
Hugh McGary
Lincoln High
Ohio River

Sallie Stewart
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Find these words in this magazine. How does each term
relate to the history of Alrican Americans in Evansville?

Locate the [ollowing words and names in the puzzle:
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The masthead of the Evansuille Argus, January 31, 1941,
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An Apple for Everyone

Selected Resources
Student Reading

Fictlon

* Mildred D. Taylor is the author of
several books about the black exper-
ence during the 1930s, 1940s, and
18508, Although the seiting for her
wiorks |58 not Indiana, the stores are
based on true experiences and could
have happened almeost anywhere.

* The American Film Institute. Last
Breeze of Sumurer. 30 minute video-
casselle, 1991, Distributed by Carou-
s¢] Fllm & Videno,

This 1991 Academy Award Momi-
nee for Best Dramatic Short 1s about
a young girl's first day in a desegre-
galed school In Texas (1857).

Non-Filction

#  Arthur, Stephen. and Julis Arthur.
Your Life & Times: Hotw To Put A Life
Story On Tape—An Oral Histomny
Handbook. Baltimore: Genealogical
Publishing Co., lne., 1987,

This excellent handbook has
sample gquestions arranged according
b sectlan and subject.

# Brown, Cynihin Siokes. Like It
Was: A Complele Guide o Writing Oral
History, Mew York: Teachers &
Wrilers Collaborative, 1988,

[nstrictlons lor writing oral
histortes and biographies are pre-
senled in an informative and Inlerest-
ing manner sultable for advanced
students,

#« Grunsell, Angela, Racltsm. London:
Gloucester Press, 1991,

Explains how o take an Informed
siand on the issue of racism. Suil-
able for younger students,

* Les, Gregory, Discriminabion. Vera
Beach, FL: The Rourks Corporation,
Ine., 1991,

The concept of prejudice and types

of diserimination are discussed,
Suitable for Intermediate and ad
vanced students.
* Wilsan, Anna. African Americans
Struggle for Equalify, Vero Beach, FL:
Rourke Corparatlen, Ine., 19052,

The struggdle for equallty tn educa

& Capyrighl Iradsns. B sl Syt 1005

ton and employment opportunities is
the focus of this work. Suiiable for

Intermediate and advanced studenis.

General Sources

* Bigham, Darre] E. We Ask Only a
Fair Trial: A History of the Black
Comrmunity of Evansuville, Indiana,
Bloomingion: Indiana University
Press, In assoclation with University
of Southern Indiana, 1987,

Excellent source covering history
to mid-twentleth century of legal
rights, employment, housing, soclety,
and education in Evansville's black
commiLnlty,

* Hrani & Fuller, pub. History of
Vanderburgh County, Indiana. Evans-
ville: Unigraphic, Inc., reprint 1579,

Excellent, in-depth history of
Vanderburgh County and Evansville.
Originally published in 1883,

* Evansville Argus. Microfllm copies
located in the Indiana Divislon,
Indiana State Library,

This black newspaper was pub-
lished in Evansville fram June 1938
untll October 1943, A full set of the
paper ks localed in the Speclal Callec-
tions Department, University of
Southern Indlana, Evansville,
= Freedom o the Free: Ceniury of
Emancipation, [863-1963. A Reparl Lo
ithe President by the Unlied States
Commission on Civil Rights, Wash-
inglon, DLC.: LS, Government
Frinling OfMfce, 1963,

Outstanding source on 100 years
“of placing the Natlon's recent civil
rights progress 1n its historical
conlext” (Letter of Transmitial, (],
¢« Gibhs, Wilma L., ed. Incdiena's
African-American Herttage: Essays
Srom Black Hislory Mews & MNotes.
Indianapolis: Indiana Histarleal
Saclety, 19493,

Contalns an informative artick on
the history of the Evansville Argus
wrillen by Darre]l Blgham.

* Hine, Darene Clark. Whesn the
Truth s Told: A History of Black
Women's Culiure and Commumniiy in
Ineina, [8T5- 1950 Indianapolis: The

Tha indiana Histonan February 1995

Matlonal Councll af Megro Women,
Indianapalls Section, 1981,

Chapter Four of this publication 1=
an In-depth look at Evansville's Sallie
Wyall Stewnrl.
= Sprinkles, Dallas W, The History of
Evanseille Blocks. Evansville: Mid-
America Enlerprises, 1974,

A general, Informative history of
early Evansville black commumity.
= Thombrough, Emma Low. Since
Emancipaltion: A Short History of
Indiana Negroes, 1863-1963, [Indlka-
napslis]: Indiana Division American
Megro Emancipation Centennial
Authority, [1963],

This excellent 98-page book is oul-
of-print but available in libraries.

* Thornbrough., Emma Lou. The
Negro in Indiana: A Study of a Minor
ity. Indianapolis: Indiana Historical
Bureau, 1957,

An excellent general source lor the
period up o 1900, There is a 1994
relssue by Indiana University Press,

Special Thanks

* To Dr. Darrel Bigham, History
Depariment, Unlversity of Soulhern
Indiana, lor his research and advice

= To Gina Walker, Certllled Archivist,
Univeraity of Soulhern Indiana, for
her prompt and courieous service in
gathering llustrative malerial,

A Wole Megarding Resources: liems s |Bied o
this pagr thai Fntsnee wirk slth Ui Vil iyl
Sarrw olfer e, espreldlly. may indusde daied
prarilied @l lileas lhal are e lnnger gensrally
arvepied Resouices reflecUng current praciices ars
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